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Francis Bacon
Biography
Francis Bacon was a renowned English philosopher, orator, scientist, jurist, author and statesman. On January 22, 1561, he was born to the family of Sir Nicholas Bacon and Anne Bacon, his second wife. During his early years, the legendary philosopher was home schooled by John Walsall who happened to be a graduate from Oxford University. This was due to his poor health during his childhood. At the age of 12, Bacon was admitted to the Trinity College. He then proceeded to the University of Poitiers (Simpson, 2017).
In 1581, he became a parliamentarian through a by-election. He became the MP for Bossiney, Cornwall. Later in 1588, he was elected MP for Liverpool. These posts enabled him to pursue his goals which included serving the church, his country, and uncovering the truth. Upon acquaintance with Robert Devereux, Queen Elizabeth’s favorite, he became his confidential adviser in 1591. In 1593, he became MP for Middlesex. Due to his improved relationship with the queen, he became Queen’s Counsel in 1596. 
At the age of 45, he married Alice Barnham who was only 14 years old. According to Simpson (2017), he even wrote two sonnets through which he signified his love for the young lady, one during his courtship and the other on their wedding day. 
On April 9, 1629, Bacon succumbed to a severe case of pneumonia. His death occurred at Arundel mansion at Highgate, just outside London. An account by John Aubrey suggested that he contracted pneumonia while investigating the application of freezing in the preservation of meat. His burial was at St. Michael’s church, Hertfordshire. 
Philosophy
Bacon was an interesting philosopher owing to his brilliant works which can be categorized into three tiers namely judicial, scientific and religious works. To begin with, Bacon embarked on the improvement of the existing conception of the famous scientific method. He hoped to achieve this improvement by expounding a method of induction named the Baconian method. This method went beyond simple enumeration and as such Bacon gained positive recognition by other philosophers, especially the French during the Enlightenment. 
Additionally, Francis Bacon attempted to expose the human interests and psychological motives that motivate different philosophical outlooks among different people. He expressed his thoughts in the first book of the Novum Oganum or “New Method”. Using this proposal, he played a big role in the rejection of medieval Aristotelianism. Additionally, Novum Oganum played a significant role in the development of the scientific method that finds extensive application in modern science. Also, he hypothesized the existence of “idola mentis” which he used to refer to the idols of the mind (Bacon, 1857). According to him, idola mentis stood in the way of objective knowledge. Using this proposal, he played a big role in the rejection of medieval Aristotelianism.
Sir Bacon was also known for other works which included the Great Instauration, New Atlantis, History of Life and Death, Valerius Terminus, Maxims of the Law, Theological Tracts, Meditationes Sacrae, The Wisdom of the Ancients, and the list goes on. 


Opposition
Being an industrious philosopher, Bacon’s work attracted attention from other philosophers and as such, it was bound to face fierce criticism. To begin with, his work rejected the prior ideas from other philosophers such as those proposed in medieval Aristotelianism. For example, the Baconian method was intended to replace all the ideas that had been suggested by Aristotle in Organon. That being said not all individuals would agree with the entire replacement of Aristotle’s ideas. 
Immanuel Kant criticized several theories put across by Bacon. His most significant critique was against the Baconian method as expressed in Novum Organum which he deemed as incorrect. In his investigative method, Bacon had undermined the need for imaginative hypotheses upon which great scientific ideas would be based (“Baconian method”, 2017).  Even though renowned philosophers such as Dennis Diderot concurred, Immanuel Kant disagreed. However, Kant did not disagree with all of Francis Bacon’s ideas. In fact, he subsumed different ideas from Francis Bacon to revolutionize philosophy. For example, he builds his work on the imagery of making trial, secure founding, planning, construction and limits; as suggested by Francis Bacon. Additionally, he adds to the Great Instauration by Bacon. 
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